
Part Five: Parenting Teens to Become Responsible Adults

Chapter 7: Ending the Homework Hassle While Preparing for College 
Chapter 8: Keeping the Communication Lines Open 
Chapter 9: The Changing Culture

Any time parents of teenagers or preteens are in a room together, the subject of homework and 
education seems to be on their lips. My experience is that most of the time parents worry more 
about their teen’s schoolwork than the teen does! I’m not promising to improve your teen’s grade 
point average. Actually, before you are finished with this chapter you may have to see your teen’s 
grade point average lowered for a while. But then again, you will have to ask the question, “Is 
my primary purpose in parenting to help my child become a responsible adult, or to get good 
grades?” If you answered good grades, I think your goal is too low.

NOTE: If you're reading the optional companion book Understanding Your Teen, please read 
chapters 7-9 before you watch this video. If you are interested in purchasing the book, 
please follow this link.

Everyone processes information in different ways. Below you’ll find several questions to help 
spark discussion as a couple or a small group. Pick the ones that you want to talk about and get 
the conversation started.

QUESTIONS FROM THE VIDEO

• What are you doing to “have serious fun” in your family? How are you attempting to 
keep the communication lines open?

• Do you have any helpful ideas on keeping up with the ever-changing culture influencing 
your teen(s)?

QUESTIONS FROM CHAPTERS 7, 8 & 9

• How easy or difficult is it for you to place the responsibility for your teen’s education on 
him or her? Why?

• What educational aspirations do you have for your teenager? Would you say these are 
based more on your dreams for him or her, or on your realistic evaluation? Why?

• To what extent have you wrapped up your own self-image in your teenager’s academic 
performance?

• Jim mentioned John Rosemond’s ABCs for putting an end to family conflict around 
homework (All by myself, Back off, and Call it quits). Do you agree or disagree with 
these thoughts? Why?

• What are your feelings about teenagers going to a Christian college? Public/secular 
university? An Ivy League school? Do you have a plan to discuss this with your teen? Do 
you have a plan for the financial decisions it will take to get them through school?

• How do you rate your home’s atmosphere?
• How have you seen anger affect communication between you and your teenager?

https://homeword.com/product/understanding-your-teen/


• Would you say that you are vulnerable with your teen and quick to apologize? Why or 
why not? When was the last time you apologized to your teenager? How did this affect 
communication with him or her?

• What can you do to become a better listener with your teenager?
• How can you take better advantage of routine life opportunities (dinnertime, time 

together in the car, etc.) to improve communication with your teenager?
• What are the biggest changes to youth culture since you were a teenager?
• What are the biggest obstacles to becoming a student of the culture?
• From a practical standpoint, what does the challenge to “read what they read, watch what 

they watch, and listen to what they listen to” look like?
• What clear expectations and consequences do you currently have in place regarding your 

teen’s interaction with culture? Do you feel you need to make any changes or additions to 
these? Why or why not?

• How can you help your teen channel his or her desire for experimentation toward more 
positive experiences?


